
Step-by-Step Guidance to Using DfE Frameworks 

School Resource 

Management



Frameworks 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-

procedures-and-procurement-law-for-

schools/select-a-supplier-direct-from-

a-framework-agreement

Frameworks are a type of contract 

you can use to buy goods, works or 

services for your school.

They are generally easier to use than 

running a full buying process.

From this page click on the link ‘Find a 

DfE approved framework’.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-procedures-and-procurement-law-for-schools/select-a-supplier-direct-from-a-framework-agreement


Finding a Framework 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-a-dfe-

approved-framework-for-your-school

Once you have clicked on the link you will go to 

the header page. From here you can either click 

on ‘Find a Framework’ or ‘See a list of all 

frameworks’. Click on the ‘Find a framework’ 

button.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-a-dfe-approved-framework-for-your-school


This page summarises the 

benefits of using a framework 

and the fact that it can be quicker 

and easier than getting bids or 

quotes - click continue.

Benefits of Using a Framework



How Frameworks are Selected 

‘How frameworks are selected’ 

summarises how the Schools 

Commercial Team review a 

range of frameworks - click 

continue. 



After You’ve Used the Service

‘After you’ve used the service’ summarises 

that you will be given the most suitable 

framework based on your answers – click 

continue. 



At this stage you choose what you are 

buying: goods or services.

Using the Service 



Once you select ‘goods’ it gives you 

the option to expand on the type of 

goods. 



If selecting ICT it then breaks 

this down further for selection. 



Once you have selected all criteria it 

provides you with matching 

frameworks to select from. 



The next stage provides you with a 

summary of what that framework 

offers you – you would then click to 

visit the identified website at the 

bottom of the page.



Mini-Competition

When you enter onto a framework the 

framework will say if you can select a 

preferred supplier or if you have to run a 

mini-competition. Some frameworks may 

set out the process you must follow or 

provide help.

Information on how to prepare and run a 

mini-competition can be found within the 

online gov.uk guidance.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-

procedures-and-procurement-law-for-

schools/run-a-mini-competition

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-procedures-and-procurement-law-for-schools/run-a-mini-competition


What Frameworks are Available

You can search on 

the DfE website for 

all frameworks that 

are available. 



All Frameworks 

This provides you with a 

full list of the frameworks  

available and whether 

there are any that may 

meet your procurement 

needs. 



Contract Management 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-procedures-and-

procurement-law-for-schools/writing-contracts-and-

managing-a-contract

This guidance provides you with support in writing 

and managing a contract during and after 

procurement.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-procedures-and-procurement-law-for-schools/writing-contracts-and-managing-a-contract


Contract Renewal 

Extending a contract

If you included an option to extend your contract in your original invitation to tender, 

you can extend it for the length of time you set, using a variation agreement.

If you did not include this option, you can only extend in certain circumstances.  

Seek legal advice or contact the Department for Education (DfE).



Fraud – How to Avoid

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-

procedures-and-procurement-law-for-

schools/fraud

It could happen, but this easy to follow 

guidance can help you in considering the 

measures that could be in place to avoid it 

and also what to do if you suspect it.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-procedures-and-procurement-law-for-schools/fraud


Help

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-for-

schools/get-help-with-buying-for-schools

Information of where to find peer to peer 

support from other school business 

professionals – easy to follow process and 

highly recommended to join a local network.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/buying-for-schools/get-help-with-buying-for-schools

