
Phonics Screening Check
Wednesday 29th April 2026



Why are the children being screened?

•Every Year 1 child in the country will be 

taking the phonics screening check in June.

•The aim of the check is designed to confirm 
whether children have learnt sufficient phonic 

decoding and blending skills to an 

appropriate standard.



What will the children be 

expected to do?

•The check is very similar to tasks the children already 
complete during phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the 
sounds together e.g.   d-o-g - dog

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children 
know and therefore the children will be asked to read made 
up ‘nonsense’ words or alien words.

    

 THIS IS NOT A READING TEST

http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTF82sc7cDpxbcU2jFciBxDWWdB_vAYiXO85hnZ4bkkalktk8Mu

http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTpR07zVTVHQpwn7j1zDu2K-GlvxK0mJ3OsV31FhJeKdYXjdvruYw

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=nwlEY6_5A5p2CM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/illustration/1674/picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book&docid=ra3hgKiWkQ10tM&imgurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1674_picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book.jpg&w=345&h=350&ei=veh9T8HrLcSG8gP0z6CRDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=272&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=143&start=20&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:20,i:176&tx=56&ty=57


Examples of words:



Examples of words:



When will the screening take place?

•The screening will take place throughout the 

week beginning Monday 8th June 2026.  The 
children cannot retake the test at any other 

time, so it is very important your child is in 

school during this week

•The check has been designed so that 
children of all abilities will be able to take part.



Who will complete the check?

•The children will complete the check one 

at a time in a quiet area of the school. 

•Mrs Barnes will conduct all of the 
screening checks with the children. 

•The screening usually takes 5-10 mins.  

There is no set time limit, breaks can be 

taken and children will complete the 
check at their own pace.



Reporting of results

Results will be communicated at the end of the 

year with your child’s school report.  It will 
confirm whether your child has met the required 

threshold.

Children who have not met the threshold will be 

required to retake the screening in Year 2.



How can you help?

•Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when reading or writing. Focusing 

particularly on spotting more unusual sound patterns.

Digraph- 2 letters making one sound

cow     law   

Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound

night     treasure  

Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant in-
between. Used to be known as the magic e!

shine   - i_e  



How can you help?

•Allow your child to point out the different 

phonemes in words.  Use their finger as a sound 

button (particularly in alien words)

•Encourage children to sound out words and 

blend everywhere e.g. Shop names, street names 

etc.

•Children can practise their phonics by playing 

games online. The children particularly like ‘Buried 

Treasure’

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html




How can you help?

REMEMBER:  Phonics is not the only thing 

needed to become a fluent reader.

•Please continue to read with your child each night and 
encourage them to: sound out and blend. Using their 
finger as a sound button.

•Re-read to check it makes sense and aid your child’s 
fluency.

•Use pictures for clues.

•Ask questions about the book.

•Ask their opinion about what they liked/disliked?



Questions?
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