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The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether pupils have learnt phonic decoding to an appropriate standard. It will identify pupils who need extra help to improve their decoding skills.
Dear Parents,
Your child will be taking the phonics screening test the week commencing 12th June. 
· The check consists of 20 real words and 20 pseudo-words (alien) that a pupil reads aloud to the teacher.
· All year 1 pupils must take the phonics screening check (w/c 12th June)
· pupils in year 2 must also take the check if they:
I. didn’t meet the required standard in year 1 
II. haven’t taken it before
· The phonics screening check must be taken during the week commencing 12th June. A pupil may only take the check the following week if they were absent during check week.
· Pupils must only attempt the phonics screening check once during the check window.
· The check must be administered on a one-to-one basis by a teacher who is known to the pupil.
· By the end of the summer term Headteachers should report to parents:
I. each pupil’s phonics screening check score
II. whether or not a pupil has met the expected standard
· The threshold mark will be published on Monday 26th June on GOV.UK. 
· The DfE won’t publish school-level results in performance tables. It will use national results to track standards over time.
· The 2014, 2015 and 2016 phonics screening check threshold mark was 32.
· The Phonics Screening Check is meant to show how well your child can use the phonics skills they’ve learned up to the end of Year 1, and to identify pupils who need extra phonics help. The Department for Education defines the checks as “short, light-touch assessments” that take about four to nine minutes to complete.
2016 phonics screening materials:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2016-materials   
These websites are full of useful resources and games etc to help with phonics:
www.phonicsplay.co.uk   
www.twinkl.co.uk 
www.bugclub.co.uk 
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2014 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please use the practise booklet. If you would like further materials let us know or they can be downloaded from the class webpage.
Thank you for your continued support!
Mrs L. Smith and Mrs D. Donnellan
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